
   

Memo to The Saints at  
Bethel Lutheran Church 

Making Disciples!   
April 6th - 20th, 2017 

Palm Sunday, April 9th  
We will have our regular Saturday & Sunday 
Worship schedules for this weekend. 
 
New Member Reception—April 9th  
Join us after early worship as we welcome our 
newest members to Bethel with a muffins, do-
nuts, and breakfast beverages reception in the 
Parish Hall.  We have 13 new people joining 
us.  Please be sure to come meet them, and give 
them a warm Bethel welcome. 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 13th  
Maundy Thursday centers on the Lord's Supper 
and how Jesus' last supper promises hope in the 
midst of sorrow. We will celebrate Communion 
together at both the noon and 6:45 p.m. ser-
vices, concluding worship with the reading of 
the walk to the Garden of Gethsemane and the 
approach of the crowd led by Judas. In the 
Maundy Thursday evening service after this 
final reading the altar is striped and every deco-
ration removed from the chancel [area around 
the altar]. This is an extremely moving event as 
we realize that our Lords suffering is reflected 
in the removal of our banners, candles, and 
Communion ware. 
 
Good Friday Services, April 14th  
The Good Friday services focus on the betrayal, 
suffering, crucifixion, death, and burial of Je-
sus. Our music and readings are fashioned to 
help us understand that the Christ, the Son of 
God, lies dead in the tomb. We exit in silence 
on Good Friday, mourning as the first followers 
of Jesus did on that first Good Friday. We have 
both Noon and 6:45pm services.  
 
No Saturday evening worship on Easter  
weekend.  

We Celebrate  
The Resurrection  
of Our Lord   
6:45 AM SonRise  
       Worship/Communion  
8:00 AM Breakfast  
9:00 AM SS/Bible Class  
9:45 AM Easter Egg Hunt  
10:30AM Easter Celebration 
                    Communion  
 
Bethel holds two very different Easter Sunday wor-
ship services. At dawn (6:45 AM) we gather  for  an 
"old-fashioned" sunrise service. It is a very simple 
service held in the east end of our parking lot. Our 
focus at Easter Dawn is the stunning miracle of 
Christ's resurrection and what it was like for the wom-
en to find the empty tomb. We do celebrate the Lord's 
Supper outside and at the conclusion of the SonRise 
service we exit to the parish hall for Easter breakfast. 
  
We will have Sunday School at 9AM and then an 
Easter Egg Hunt at 9:45. In case you're new to our  
church, the Easter Egg Hunt is for grades 6 and 
younger, divided up by age groups. The hunt begins at 
9:45 AM and all four groups are pretty well done by 
9:50 (well, almost that fast!).   
 
The Resurrection of Our Lord, Celebration Service 
- 10:30AM. This service begins in darkness. After  
the reading of the resurrection story, the altar is redec-
orated with banners, lilies, and the Lord's Supper is 
brought in procession. The focus of the Celebration 
service is the impact of Christ's resurrection in our 
lives. The music at Easter Celebration is the very best 
we enjoy all year, as our music staff pulls out all the 
stops that day. We also conclude this service by cele-
brating the Lord's Supper and singing "At the Lamb's 
High Feast We Sing!"  
 
Our Easter morning services are very different, both 
having different hymns and different readings and ser-
mons. If you have ever been inclined to have "too 
much church," Easter Sunday is the day.  
 

HOLY WEEK 



2  

From Pastor Bard  

LENT is FINISHED! 
Holy Week is upon us! Yah!! 
 
Maundy Thursday Altar Stripping: At the 
conclusion of the evening service on Holy 
Thursday, we strip our altar. This is a very old 
tradition, reminding us that our Lord Himself 
was stripped of His garments, His dignity, His 
glory, all so that He might die for us.  
 
Each year we request volunteers to assist with 
this act, which is done painfully slow and with 
great reverence. If you have children, please con-
sider this to be an invitation to your family as 
well. There is a wonderful teaching moment 
available to families who assist in the removal of 
our altar ware, our banners, our flags and the 
communion ware. 
 
Easter Celebration Processional: The Easter  
Celebration service (10:30am) begins with a 
darkened sanctuary, a bare altar and not a lily to 
be seen. It is not until the announcement of the 
Gospel of Jesus' resurrection that we begin re-
joicing. As all the altar ware, banners, Commun-
ion elements, and flowers are brought in, the 
congregation sings the great Easter hymns and 
the sanctuary is transformed. It is a wonderfully 
moving moment. If you or your family is inter-
ested, we need about 20 folks to assist in bring-
ing in banners and flowers, altar ware and the 
Lord's Supper. And just as we did for Maundy 
Thursday, families are encouraged to participate. 
It is a wonderful way to teach our children the 
meaning of the days. 
 
If you or your family are able to assist in either 
the stripping or the processional, please email 
me at pastorrandy@blcbcs.org  and I will put 
you on the list and send you organizational notes 
so that you are prepared for the day. 
 
Easter Sonrise service: If " sunr ise"  service is 
the way your family celebrates Jesus' resurrec-
tion, please note the following.  
¶ You are encouraged to bring your own 

chairs, although there will be plenty of chairs 
available if you cannot or forget. 

¶ Please bring some kind of towel if you plan 
on using the church's chairs. They are metal, 
and we typically struggle with condensation 
on the seats and the backs. 

¶ Please bring some kind of wrap or coat. 
Sitting in the wind, even on such a wonder-
ful occasion can chill you quickly. 

¶ Please plan on sitting toward the front. We 
have had 200+ the last several years, and 
many folks, including new guests, arrive 
"just in time" for the 6:45 a.m. start time. 
Sitting in the front allows you to hear bet-
ter, and avoid the rush just prior to the In-
vocation. 

¶ Sunday School, Bible Class, Easter Break-
fast, and Egg Hunt all happen between the 
Sonrise service & the Celebration service. 
Please consult the schedule for what begins 
when.  

 
Easter Celebration service: If you and your  
family are planning on attending the Easter 
Celebration service after Easter breakfast and 
Bible Class/Sunday School, then please note 
the following:  
¶ As much as you are able, please consoli-

date your vehicles. If your family of four 
brings three cars, we will run out of park-
ing space VERY quickly.  

¶ In years past, we have parked trucks and 
4x4s in our back field. If you are able to 
drop your family off, and your truck will 
hop our curb, it would be helpful for you to 
park "out back."   

¶ Our Easter Celebration service typically 
welcomes 400+ folks to Bethel. As you are 
able, if you are able, please consider sitting 
in the balcony. Yes, there are only a few 
chairs there, but you surrendering "your 
seat" on the floor of our sanctuary will al-
low our guests a bit more space.   

¶ If you have family visiting, please observe 
Bethel's Board of Elder's encouragements 
with regard to the Lord's Supper. Those 
who commune with us must be both in-
structed and in agreement with the teach-
ings of our Lutheran Church. We do not 
ever mean to be offensive, but we also 
must be honest and clear about the most 
precious Sacrament of Communion. 

 
If you have questions about this or matters per-
taining to our Easter services, feel free to con-
tact Pastor Bard at pastorrandy@blcbcs.org 

mailto:pastorrandy@blcbcs.org
mailto:pastorrandy@blcbcs.org
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From the Board of Stewardship 

Preparing for Easter 

Lay Weeders will meet on Thursday, April 
13 (Maundy Thursday) at 8:00 a.m. to spruce up the 
grounds for Easter Sunday.  Please bring hand tools 
and gloves!  We usually work for about two hours 
to weed and trim up the beds at the entries and in 
the prayer garden.  Join us if you can! 
Cathy Holste,  979 777 1533 
 
Would you like to purchase an Easter Lily? Sign-
up sheets will be in the Information Center or con-
tact the church office, 822-2742 or  
office@blcbcs.org. You may purchase one in 
memory of a loved one or in honor of someone spe-
cial. Please print these names clearly. We will order 
the lilies and decorate the altar with them on Easter 
Sunday, April 16th. You may pick up your lily after 
either worship service, help deliver them to shut-ins 
or leave for us to deliver. Please mark on the sign-
up sheet what you desire. The cost is $15.00. The 
deadline to sign-up is Sunday, April 9th.  
 
Bethel's LWML (Lutheran Women In Mission) 
will coordinate the Easter Sonrise Breakfast at 
8AM. All Bethel members and visitors are invit-
ed to share the joy of the Risen Lord together at our 
annual Easter Breakfast. Everyone is encouraged to 
stay for a delicious breakfast and great fellowship 
following the Sonrise Worship Service at 6:45 a.m. 
Coffee and juice will be provided. Each family is 

invited to bring one of the fol-
lowing (already prepared and 
baked):  

1. An egg dish (Recipes can be found on Bethelôs 
Website or at the church office)  
2. Breakfast pastry  
3. Fruit salad (already prepared)  
 
Volunteers Needed - Would you like to help during 
the Easter Breakfast? It would only be for one of the 
following different shifts. They are looking for 4 vol-
unteers for each shift and there will be at least one 
LWML member to supervise the shift. Saturday we 
will need help preparing the parish hall.  
The shifts on Sunday are:  
6:30 - 7:00 a.m. - accept food and prepare for serving  
7:45 - 8:30 a.m. - prepare for serving and help serve  
8:30 - 9:00 a.m. - help serve,  begin cleaning dishes  
Contact: Ida Mae Kaspar (979-846-7819). Thank you 
for any help you can lend.   
 
CHILDREN'S EASTER EGG HUNT!!  On Easter 
Sunday we have our annual Easter Egg Hunt! We 
already have plenty of plastic eggs.  We just  need the 
candy to put in them. The candy should be individual-
ly wrapped and either 
small enough to put in the 
plastic eggs OR large 
enough to be "hidden" as 
if in an egg. Check out the 
display to put your dona-
tions in the Information 
Center.  Thanks in ad-
vance for your help.  

Stewardship of Our Lives   
"at Easter"  

 
Did You Know? 

The Board of Elders coordinates the service 
schedule for Easter and handles the logistics for 
the Sonrise service, setting out chairs, preparing 
for outdoor communion and attending to parking 
demands. Altar Guild falls under the board of 
Elders. The multiple altar guild members set up 
the sanctuary communion, change paraments, 
drape the cross with appropriate colors, and en-
sure all the Easter lilies are watered as needed. 

tƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ  
Available Saturday and Sunday   

.ȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ  
tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ hƴŜ CǊŜŜ  

(Name on Label)   
9ȄǘǊŀǎ - ϷрΦлл ŜŀŎƘ  

2 Corinthians 4:15 

mailto:office@blcbcs.org
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From the Board of Witness/Outreach 

Join Bethel's Men in Bible Study 
and Fellowship  
 
  
 
NEW STUDY - Monday Evening Bible Study 
& Fellowship Group meets at 7:30 PM in 
Room 241.  They are studying LHM's Men's Net-
work study titled: Stuff They Didn't Teach Me in 
Sunday School.  Ever wondered if there was just 
a bit more to some of those lessons you learned 
in Sunday school? Well, we thought so too. Join 
Bruce Wurdeman as he takes you behind the 
scenes and uncovers "Stuff They Didn't Teach 
Me In Sunday School."  
  

New Study - Friday Men's Bible Study/
Breakfast Group Lutheran Hour Ministries 
This Is The Life 
Here's TV from television's "Golden Age." 
Watch stars like Jack Nicholson, Leonard 
Nimoy, Angie Dickinson, and Lawrence 
Hilton-Jacobs cut their teeth on their craft-
long before they hit the "big time." After 
watching the show we will have group 
study with the included discussion guide. 
Join the Friday Men's Breakfast and Bible 
Study Group each Friday morning at 6:30 
AM. 

April Mission Minute 
 
In Bible class the past few weeks, Pastor 
Bard has been teaching us about agape 
love, as defined in the scriptures in 1 
Corinthians 13.  What is "agape" love?  It 
is the unconditional love God has for 
us.  These scriptures tell us how to 
REALLY love each other, going well 
past the emotional meaning of the word, 
and simply CHOOSING to love like 
Christ, expecting NOTHING in 
return, with no conditions attached.   
Pastor Bard taught that we don't have to 
like our fellow man in order to love them, 
even our enemies.  When we give agape 
love to those who we know will not return 
the love to us, we show them Christ's love, 
and reveal His glory to them in the most 
powerful way!  Plus, we honor His 
command to "love one another". 

 
So, challenge 
yourself!  Find someone in 
the church, who you may 
not normally even 
notice.   Sit down and ask 
them how they are doing and then listen to 
them, giving them your undivided attention, 
maybe even hug them.  Find a widow or 
widower and ask them about their deceased 
spouse, then listen to them, hug them and 
pray for them.  Visit a shut-in.  Go 
painstakingly out of your way to show 
kindness to others in your life who may 
otherwise be "hard to love".   
 
Ask God for the ability to give agape 
love daily.   
Then, get ready for the pure JOY that 
comes with a spirit of unconditional love!  
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CǊƻƳ hǳǊ 5/9 wŀƴŘȅ aƻŜǊōŜ ϧ .Ř ƻŦ 9Ř 

Vacation Bible School 2017 
Our theme this year is A Mighty Fortress, and 
as always we have an evening program from 
Sunday to Thursday with something for 
everyone.    We are now recruiting adults to 
help with the rotational sites, crafts, games, 
music, etc.  We need a staff of around 50 or so 
to "do" VBS, so please give this prayerful 
consideration.  We have sign ups for 
coordinator positions in the 
Information Center. 
Student Sign Ups will start May 1st.  

Join Our Women in Bible Study 
and Fellowship    

 
Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study  
Join these ladies each Tuesday at 9:30AM for 
fellowship time and then at 10:00 AM for Bi-
ble Study led by Pastor Bard. They are study-
ing 1st & 2nd Peter.  We have Childcare 
available.  
 
FIT FOR CHRIST  
Ladies, Are you ready to get fit physically? 
Fit for Christ meets on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings (8:15) upstairs in room 240. 
Our workout consists of a warm up routine of 
walking, and then toning exercises which fo-
cus on upper or lower body or sometimes Pi-
lates. We wrap up the time together with a 
devotion.  Child Care is now available.  
 
 
Women's Study of Luke's Gospel on Sun-
day mornings  led by Deaconess Joanna 
Barnes during the Adult Christian Ed hour 
(between services) in room 240.  

Ladies Lunch Bunch - will 
meet Wednesday April 19that Blue Baker  on 
University Dr. at 11:30 or whenever you can 
get there.  We'll gather for great conversation 
and food.  We hope you can join us for a spir-
itual respite from the hecticness of daily life.  
 
Our LWML Helping Hands Quilting Group 
meets on the 2nd Monday of the month (April 
10) at 8:30am. Bring a sack lunch and join us 
for devotion and stitching until 2pm. For ques-
tions call Margaret Johnson (777-1491) For 
more information on Lutheran World Relief 
Quilt Ministry go online to www.lwr.org  

 
 LWML MIGHTY MITES 
The LWML mite goal for $2M for 2015-2017 
was met and 19 mission grants were funded as 
of March 31, 2017.  
Thank you to all who have do-
nated and keep up with their 
Mite Boxes. 
Go online to www.lwml.org/
mission-grants  to see what 
these Grant Missions are all 
about.  

 

Fun Family Wednesday returns April 
19—May 10th!  We start with our meal for 
5:15 to 6:30. At 6:30 we start our Bible classes, 
Kid's Bible Club, Junior Confirmation and 
Youth Night, & Adult Bible Classes wrapping 
things up at 7:45 PM. As always our meal costs 
only $4 per person or $12 max for a family of 
four. We hope to see you on the 19th.  

http://www.lwr.org/
http://www.lwml.org/mission-grants


6  

How Can You Help?  Still Creek Ranch  is in 
need of trash bags:  Large 30 gallon size 
with the drawstring and Tall Kitchen 13 
gallon size with the drawstring.    Please drop 
off your donations at the Donation Cart in 
the Information Center Area.    Thanks for 
your support.   

From the Board of Community Service 

 

Scotty's House  
SAVE THE DATE for The Great American 
Steak Out on April 28th at Coulter Field, 

7pm. You can grill your own steak or have 
one prepared.    

 
 

Save Our Streets (SOS) Ministries 
APRIL AWARNESS MONTH 

HOLY SMOKE BBQ 
April 9th, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Bryan High Silver Campus 
www.saveourstreetsministries.org  

.ŜǘƘŜƭΩǎ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ bŜǿǎ 

Our preschool children 
are excited about Easter 
and we have several spe-
cial events coming up 
next week to help them 
celebrate.  
 
On Wednesday, April 12, 
the 3 and 4 year old clas-
ses will walk next door 
to Carriage Inn to sing 
Easter songs for the resi-
dents. The children will 

then have an Easter egg hunt at Carriage Inn. 
On Thursday, April 13, our preschool will 
have our own Easter egg hunt and classroom 
parties. This is a fun day full of special treats 
for the children. Every Easter we give all of 
the children a Christian book that tells the 
Easter story. This is another way that we reach 

out to our preschool families with the Good 
News of Jesusô love.  
 
We ask that you keep our preschool in your 
prayers as we have had several viruses and 
"bugs" going around. Please pray for good 
health for our children and staff. Thank you!!  
We ask for prayers for the 2017-2018 school 
year -- for the children we will have attending 
and for the staff as we will be hiring some new 
teacherôs aides and caregivers. Please pray that 
God gives us the children, the families and the 
staff that He wants us to have. We always try 
to keep in mind that this is Godôs preschool for 
His purposes and all is done to His glory.  
 
If you would like more information about our 
preschool, we would be delighted to talk to 
you and give you a tour. Just give Debbie Sad-
ler a call at 979-485-9835 or 979-446-1578.  

NEW Prayer Quilt 
Please go by and sign the prayer quilt 
for Clayton Brasington.   He is one of our 
Homebound members who doesn't get out and 
around any more.   Your words, prayers, & com-
forting scripture will be most appreciative and 
well received.  Thank you.  

http://www.saveourstreetsministries.org
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The Lutheran Hour is on KAGC, 1510 
AM on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. sponsored by 
Bethel. If you would like to sponsor a week's 
broadcast for $25 or for a month for $100, 
the New 2017 Sign Up Chart is in the Infor-
mation Center.     
The Lutheran Hour for  the Months of 
April are sponsored to the glory of God by 
Bethelôs Menôs Friday Morning Bible Study/
Breakfast Group 
 
Check out the New Altar Flower & Lu-
theran Hour Charts in the Information 
Center.  You can sign up to sponsor  Sun-
day's flowers or the Lutheran Hour on the 
Radio.   Thank you to all who have spon-
sored in the past.   

¢ƘŜ .ŜǘƘŜƭ h²[{  
όhƭŘŜǊΣ ²ƛǎŜǊΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
{ƻǳƭǎύ  
 
Please join us for the next 
potluck on Thursday, April 20th 
in the parish hall at Noon.  Please 
bring a dish to share. 
There was mystery, mayhem, humorous and 
exciting incidents, the coming and going of the 
railroad, all in a little place south of Bryan/
College Station.  Join us as Cornel Villas 
presents an interesting history about our 
neighbor "village" of Millican.   

                                      Our Bethel Family 

Emily Bard 1 
Rhonda Kappler 1 
Ida Mae Kaspar 1 
Rita Baumann             2 
Karen Sanders 2 
Patsy Hartmangruber 3 
Grant Murphy 4 
Adalynn West 4 
Joy Schulz 5 
Dylan Yung 5 
Sierra Yung  5 
Malinda Klein 6 
Rachel Lucht 7 
Michael Reece 7 
George Segrest 7 
Violet Addison 8 
Mary Ann Luber 8 
Tyler Shane 8 

Cooper Klatt 20 
Brayden Jones 22 
James Lindsey 22 
Luke Ramirez 22 
Landon Samford 22 
Maya Sanchez 22 
Jason Gade 23 
Sandra Burns 25 
Jessica Samford 25 
Morris Guyton 26 
Terry Hausenfluck 26 
Brenna Scott 26 
Suzanne Black 27 
Joyce Jones 27 
Kaylee Royder 27 
Sandra Hemann 28 
Preston Kissman 28 
Katie Stroud 28 
Chris Rutledge 30 
Elaine Thompson 30 

Wally Hahn 9 
Rodney Murphy 9 
Paul Schoenfeld 9 
Nathan Segrest 9 
Flora Fleeger 10 
Shelley Wedemeier 11 
Cheryl Jones 12 
Jennifer Skains 13 
Kim Rutledge 14 
Noah Drager 16 
Kylie Ouellette 16 
Troy Yung 16 
Peter Nettles 17 
Hailey Theiss 17 
Donna Fajkus 19 
Adella Lehmann 19 
Lisa Loke 19 
Tristan Compton 20 
Magdalyn Delovio 20 
David Ellis 20 
Sheila Hightower 20 
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4221 Boonville Rd, Bryan, Texas  77802 
Phone: (979) 822-2742  |  FAX: (979) 822-4082 
www.BLCbcs.org  |  office@BLCbcs.org 

Preschool phone: 485-9835 or cell: 446-1578 
 

Staff: 

Rev. Randall Bard, Pastor, (979) 422-0046 
 

Mr. Randall Moerbe, Director of Christian Education 
 

Rev. K. Lynn Stroud, Pastoral Care Minster 
 

Mrs. Joanna Barnes, Deaconess 
 

Mrs. Debbie Sadler, Dir., Bethel Lutheran Preschool 
 

Mrs. Kathy Herwald, Dir. Finance/Assimilation 
 

Mrs. Ruthann Stroud, Church Secretary  
 

Mrs. Connie Bard, Childrenôs Ministry Assistant 
 

Mr. Nic Duncan, Facilities Support 
 

Mrs. Katie Bentley, Office Assistant 
 

Mr. Jeremy Shilling, His Praise Band Leader 
 

Mr. Keith Lathrom, Choir Director 

April 6th - 20th, 2017 

Join us for é...  
Saturday Night  

            Worship at 5PM and Bible Class at 6PM  

Sunday Mornings  

   8:30 AM  Divine Service (Traditional)  

 9:30 AM  Fellowship Time  

    10:00 AM  Bible Class/SS 

 11:15 AM  Divine Service (Contemporary)  

Holy Communion is served on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th 

weekends of the month.  
 

Holy Week & Easter Schedules  
Palm Sunday - Regular Worship Times 
Maundy Thursday -  Worship & Our Lord's Supper  
  Noon & 6:45 PM 
Good Friday Worship -  Noon & 6:45 PM 
Saturday - no worship   
The Resurrection of Our Lord  

6:45 AM SonRise Worship/Communion  
8:00 AM Breakfast  
9:00 AM SS/Bible Class  
9:45 AM Easter Egg Hunt  
10:30AM Easter Celebration/Communion  

 

Church Office Hours 
Mondays—Thursdays  9am - 5pm 
Fridays    9am - 3pm 


